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Executive Summary & Profile 
Ethan Faulkner is an independent investigative writer, publisher, researcher, and 
web designer. As the founder of Sovereign Systems LLC, he focuses on mapping 
the complex mechanisms of financial extraction, corporate enclosure, and 
technological centralization. His work is dedicated to providing open-source field 
manuals and utilizing sovereign AI workflows to empower individual autonomy. 

Core Intellectual Thesis & Paradigm 

The Vertical War 
Faulkner proposes a shift from horizontal political division (Left vs. Right) toward a 
vertical class analysis. This framework identifies the structural conflict between 
the Producer class, referred to as the "Gears," and the extractive elite, known as 
"The Rust." 

The Three-Layered Prison 
A comprehensive breakdown of systemic capture: 
 

●​ Layer 1: Economic Terror & Rent Trap: A foundation of financial precarity 
characterized by housing assetization, debt traps, job lock, and wage 
extraction designed to drain the physical and temporal bandwidth of 
producers. 

https://verticalwar.com/
https://constructamiracle.com/


●​ Layer 2: Puppet Colosseum / Culture War Distraction: A manufactured and 
hyper-polarized narrative spectacle intended to keep the producer class 
engaged in horizontal conflict rather than addressing structural issues. 

●​ Layer 3: Learned Helplessness: The result of psychological conditioning 
and manufactured despair that neutralizes the collective will to build 
alternative structures. 

Fused Human-AI Symbiosis 
Faulkner utilizes the "Cyborg Centaur" methodology, employing AI like Rika as a 
cognitive exoskeleton for document synthesis and pattern matching. While 
leveraging AI for high-level research, he maintains strict human moral sovereignty 
and final authorship over all creative outputs. 

Primary Forensic Investigations & Research 

Financial & Political Audits 
●​ The Shadow Arc (13-Part Series): A deep-dive forensic investigation into 

post-9/11 financial re-architecture, including offshore contractor migrations, 
black-budget capital flows, and oversight gaps regarding WTC 7. 

●​ Epstein & SEC Audits: Granular analysis of primary court transcripts, bank 
hearings, and SEC records (e.g., "Forget the List," "Money Laundering & 
Epstein's Side Hustle," "Queen Maxwell") exposing systemic 
non-prosecution deals and shell company networks. 

Systemic Enclosure 
●​ Asset Cartels & The Permanent Rent Trap: A breakdown of institutional 

single-family housing acquisitions, RealPage algorithmic rent-fixing, and the 
role of asset management cartels like BlackRock, Vanguard, and State 
Street in "Creating Nothing & Taking Everything." 

●​ Cathedrals of Compute & AI Supercycle: A three-part investigative series 
examining utility grid capture, 100MW data center land grabs, ratepayer 
cost-shifting, and central corporate AI monopolies attempting to enclose 
open-weights compute. 



Cultural Analysis 
●​ The Bad Culture Engine: Socio-cultural briefs dissecting corporate 

therapy-speak, engineered atomization, and the collapse of public 
reasoning, featuring works like "Fuck the Culture War" and "Prosecutorial 
Brief 025." 

Narrative & Published Book Works 

Literary Series 
●​ The Living Storybook: A serialized hyper-stitional narrative combining 

personal memoir, mythic framing, and strategic field manuals, including "A 
Hundred Years of Rust," "My Constructed Miracle," and "Convergence." 

Field Guides & Debriefs 
●​ The Vertical War (Manuscript / Book): A physical book and field guide built 

around a tri-layer structure (Ghost, Audit, Watcher) designed for 
deprogramming from systemic capture and building local sovereignty. 

●​ Inside the Forge (ITF #1–#14): Private operator debriefs documenting media 
empire construction, "Ghost in the Machine" protocols, and research 
methodology, featuring "ITF #8: The Biopsy" and "ITF #9: State of the 
Rebellion." 

●​ Fragment Methodology: An autobiographical field manual series dissecting 
past experiences, psychological armor, and the creation of internal persona 
architectures like Poised Fisk and The Council to survive hostile systems. 

Technological & AI Systems Infrastructure 

Sovereign Computing 
●​ Localized Hardware Pipelines: Local execution of 104B parameter 

open-weights LLMs (Command R, Miqu) on custom AMD hardware with 
128GB unified RAM, ensuring air-gapped data privacy and independence 
from cloud API censorship. 



●​ Model Context Protocol (MCP) & Agentic Workflows: Implementation of 
local agentic workflows, "Lantern-Skiff" tools, and natural language 
interfaces operating as an analytical and operational exoskeleton without 
cloud dependencies. 

Cognitive Frameworks 
●​ Sovereign Synthesizer & Letta Memory Loops: Use of stateful, 

node-based memory architectures and multi-agent frameworks enabling 
low-noise document research and persistent temporal continuity for local AI 
workflows. 

Media Infrastructure & The Rebuttal Network 

Platform Function 

verticalwar.com Sovereign web fortress, CLI-based 
terminal interface ("The Codex"), and 
digital archive independent of 
third-party platform chokepoints. 

constructamiracle.com / Substack Flagship reader-funded research 
publication ("Common Sense Rebel") 
supporting independent, ad-free 
forensic journalism. 

The Rebuttal Network A decentralized coalition and Discord 
war council connecting producer-class 
analysts, writers, coders, and 
mechanics to collaborate on proof 
bundles and local action guides. 
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